FREE  PRESS  DEFENCE  COMMITTEE. 


THE  BEDBOROUGH  CASE-BALANCE  SHEET. 

Herewith  the  Executive  Committee  beg  to  forward  to  the 
subscribers  to  the  Defence  Fund  the  duly  audited  and  certified 
Balance  Sheet  up  to  date,  with  a  complete  hst  of  subscriptions. 
This  practically  completes  the  work  of  the  Committee,  but  it  is 
necessary  that  a  short  final  statement  be  made  in  order  to  show 
the  exact  condition  of  affairs. 

A  short  time  ago  a  pamphlet  was  issued  by  Mr.  Oswald  Dawson 
which  was  a  violent  attack  upon  the  Committee  and  which  con- 
tained a  number  of  insinuations  and  misrepresentations  against 
some  of  its  members.     This  pamphlet  is  not  worthy  of  further 
notice,  but  with  it  was  printed  a  professed  balance  sheet  of  the 
Hon.  Treasurer,  Mrs.  Dawson,  which  was  incomplete,  incorrect, 
and  entirely  unauthorised  by  the  Committee.     The  Balance  Sheet 
issued  herewith  is  the  official  Balance  Sheet  of  the  Committee, 
and  is  the  correct  account  of  moneys  received  and  expended.     It 
will  be  noted  that  there  is  a  sum  of  £6  19s.  7^d.  still  in  the  hands 
of  Mrs.  Dawson.     At  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Committee 
and  Subscribers,  held  at  Anderton's  Hotel,  Fleet  Street,  on  22nd 
December,  1898,  a  resolution  was  unanimously  carried  that  unless 
Mrs.  Dawson  paid  over  that  amount  to  the  Committee,  proceed- 
ings should  be  taken  against  her  for  its  recovery.     This  resolution 
the  Executive  will  be  bound  to  enforce.        Tlie  money  belongs 
neither  to  Mrs.  Dawson  nor  to  the  Executive  personally,  but  it 
is  part  of  the  general  fund  which  the  Executive  were  elected  to 
administer,  and  they  would  fail  in  their  duty  to  the  subscribers 
if  they  did  not  entirely  carry  out  their  trust.     At  the  same  meeting 
other  important  resolutions  were  unanimously  carried,  as  follows  : 
1 .     That  the  total  balance  in  hand,  amounting  to  £80  1 7s.  lid., 
should  be  vested  in  Trustees  (viz.,  Mr.    Herbert  Burrows,    Mr. 
'  William  Piatt,  Mr.  Henry  Seymour,  and  Miss  Morant) ;   that  it 
should  be   a  Free  Press  Defence  Fund.     That  the  Bedborough 
case  having  closed,  the  Executive  Committee  should  remain  in 
abe3^ance,  but  if  necessity  should  arise  for  the  use  of  the  Fund 
in  defence  of  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the  Trustees,   either  on 
their  own   initiative  or  by  request   of  the  members  of  the  old 
Executive,   should  again  call  that   Committee  together,  and  lay 
the  case  before  them.     That  the  old  General  Committee  should 
then  be  .summoned  and  a  decision  be  taken  as  to  whether,  under 
due  safeguards,  the  case  should  be  taken  up  and  fought.     (The 
money  will  be  banked  in  the  names  of  the  Trustees,  and  three  of 
their  signatures  will  be  necessary  before  any  of  it  can  be  expended.) 


2.  That  notice  be  sent  to  every  subscriber  asking  each  whether 
he  or  she  wishes  to  have  returned  his  or  her  portion  pro  rata 
of  the  balance  in  hand,  and  that  a  full  statement  of  the  Permanent 
Fund  be  at  the  ,same  time  circulated,  and  the  subscribers  be  asked 
to  allow  their  subscriptions  to  be  transferred  to  the  said  Fund. 
(The  Permanent  Fund  is  the  total  balance  in  hand.  Subscribers 
are  requested  to  notify  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Henry  Seymour, 
51,  Arundel  Square,  London,  N.,  within  fourteen  days  from  the 
date  hereof,  as  to  whether  they  wish  their  pro  rata  subscriptions 
to  be  returned ;  but  the  Executive,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in 
many  instances  the  sum  to  be  thus  returned  will  only  amount 
to  a  few  pence,  earnestly  appeal  to  all  subscribers  to  allow  their 
money  to  remain  in  the  Permanent  Fund  as  a  nucleus  for  the 
defence  of  a  free  press,  a  necessity  which  is  certain  to  arise  in  the 
not  distant  future.) 

3.  At  the  meeting  in  question  Mr.  Oswald  Dawson,  Mrs. 
Gladys  Dawson,  and  Mrs.  Bedborough  were  unanimously  removed 
from  the  Free  Press  Defence  Committee.  (Mr.  Bedborough  v/as 
never  a  member  .of  the  Committee.) 

Strong  and  persistent  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  Executive 
Committee  to  obtain  from  the  Solicitor,  Mr.  Wyatt  Digby,  his 
bill  of  costs,  and  other  information  as  to  how  the  large  sums  paid 
to  him  had  been  used  or  expended.  As  these  efforts  were  un- 
availing, and  as  it  was  found  that  no  counseFs  fees  had  been  paid, 
the  Executive  joined  with  the  University  Press  in  bringing  Mr. 
Digby's  conduct  before  the  Incorporated  Law  Society.  On 
January  12th  Mr.  Seymour,  the  Hon.  Secretary,  gave  evidence 
before  that  Society  on  behalf  of  the  Executive.  The  case  against 
Mr.  Digby  is  not  yet  finished,  but  if  it  should  happen  that  any 
part  of  the  sum  which  the  Executive  paid  him  is  recovered  from 
him,  it  will  be  added  to  the  Permanent  Fund. 

In  a  note  to  her  unauthorised  balance  sheet,  Mrs.  Dawson 
states  that  £150  out  of  the  sum  paid  to  the  Solicitor  by  the 
University  Press  was  in  the  nature  of  a  guarantee  only,  and  that 
the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  is  claimed  by  the 
guarantors  towards  that  amount.  This  is  untrue.  The  guarantee 
arrangement  entirely  fell  through,  and  the  guarantors  are  working 
heartily  with  the  Executive  in  this  matter  of  the  Solicitor. 

Mrs.  Dawson  for  some  reason  objects  to  the  publication  of  the 
names  of  the  subscribers.  Her  alleged  reason  is  that  some  of  the 
sums  w^ere  subscribed  under  a  pledge  of  anonymity.  The  Execu- 
tive have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  such  a  pledge,  and  they  would 
manifestly  fail  in  their  duty  did  thay  listen  to  .such  a  request 
from  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fund,  who  would  have  been  naturally 
expected  to  desire  the  fullest  publicity  with  regard  to  all  money 
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received  by  her.  She  has  been  repeatedly  requested  to  furnish 
a  list  of  those  subscribers  who  wish  to  remain  anonymous,  in  order 
that  their  names  might  be  represented  by  initials,  but  she  has 
refused  to  do  so.  If,  therefore,  there  are  any  such,  the  Executive 
have  no  means  of  knowing  them.  It  may  be  here  noted  that  at 
first  Mr.  Dawson  strongly  objected  to  the  publication  of  a  balance 
sheet  at  all,  and  his  methods  may  be  judged  by  the  fact  that, 
concernmg  the  ,sum  of  £4  13s.  7Jd.,  which  according  to  Mrs. 
Dawson's  unauthorised  balance  sheet  was  in  dispute,  he  told  the 
Secretary  that  he  would  back  him  up  if  he  put  the  sum  in  question 
down  in  the  "  sundries  "  item  of  petty  cash,  of  course,  without 
it  having  been  expended  as  such.  It  is  the  strong  opinion  of 
the  Executive  that  if  they  had  not  resisted  Mr.  Dawson's  exorbi- 
tant claims  for  bail  expenses  in  connection  with  the  case,  nothing 
would  have  been  heard  of  his  pamphlet  or  of  the  friction  between 
Mrs.  Dawson,  himself,  and  the  Committee.  With  the  exception 
of  the  Daiwsons,  the  members  of  the  Committee  have  worked 
most  harmoniously  together  throughout  the  whole  case,  aiid  the 
insinuations  and  assertions  that  there  were  serious  differences  of 
opinion  are  entirely  untrue.  Two  members  were  originally  in 
favour  of  the  compromise  Mr.  Bedborough  made  with  the  police. 
One  of  these  resigned  and  the  other  was  converted  by  events,  but 
their  opposition  was  voiced  in  a  quiet  and  legitimate  way^  and 
with  no  friction.  The  responsibility  for  whatever  friction  has 
arisen  rests  entirely  upon  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dawson,  as  it  concerns 
them  and  their  action  solely.  In  the  interests  of  the  subscribers 
and  generally  of  the  cause  for  which  the  Executive  Committee 
were  fighting,  they  were  bound  strenuously  to  oppose  them. 

In  laying  down  its  w^ork  for  the  time  being  the  Executive  again 
have  to  say  how  deeply  they  regret  the  unfortunate  termination 
of  the  Bedborough  case.  They  did  the  utmost  they  could  to  fight 
the  matter  out  to  a  decided  issue,  but  they  were  handicapped  by 
the  weakness  and  general  conduct  of  the  principal  person  con- 
cerned. The  subscribers  may  rest  assured  that  if  occasion  should 
arise,  as  it  probably  will,  for  the  Permanent  Fund  to  be  used  in 
defence  of  a  Free  Press,  no  effort  will  be  wanting  on  the  part  of 
those  in  whose  charge  the  fund  rests  to  use  it  wisely  and  well, 
and  to  secure  a  trimnphant  victory. 

THE  EXECUTIVE    OF   THE    FREE   PRESS 
DEFENCE    COMMITTEE. 

1st  February,  1899. 


Subscriptions,  &c,  Received,  (per  Hon.  Sec.) 


Ethel   S.    Everest  

Anonymous   (A.A.J.)  

Mrs.   G.  Bernard  Shaw  

Anonymous   (per  E.  Carpenter) 
Per   "University  Magazine'' 
Per  "  Lucifer  "  (Chicago) 

A.  Mackintosh      ...         

A.    and  H.    Bonner 

C.  J.  Gates 

A.   P.  Busch        

Anonymous  (W.R.J.)       

E.  Belforfc  Bax     ...         

T.  S.   Barrett       

Frank  Podmore  

Mrs.  Despard 

Anonymous  (F.  and  Co.) 

T.    E.   Green 

W.  H.  Reynolds  

Mrs.  RoAve  

EdAvard   Truelove 

Alfred  Carpenter 

C.   Carrington 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashton  Jonsin 

Henry  Bool 

A  Private  Friend  (per  J^].  C.  Walker 

G.N 

W.  Luther  Longstaff 

Dr.    Allbutt  

Dr.  Allinson         

W.  Duncan  ...         

J.   Harrison   Ellis 

F.  M.  Craig  

"L.  P."      

Mrs.  Daniell         

J.    Benningtield 

S.  Hartman 

lunma  Wardlaw  l^est      

Arthur  Wastall 

Liverpool   Branch  N.8.S. 
—  Langley 
Herbert  Burrows 

E.  Mocm  

W.B.Wallace      

Anon,  (per  F.  Evershed) 

H.  Ellison  

G.  Brady  

H.  A.  Lupton      

Nellie   Shaw         

Edward  Shield      

G.  W.  (per  E.  Temple) 

Mrs.  Spiller  (collected) 

E.   Woodman       

W.  Robson  
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Balance  Sheet. 


FREE     PRESS     DEFENCE     COMMITTEE 

THE  BEDBOROUGH  PROSECUTION. 


June-December^  1898, 


RECEIPTS. 

1898  Received  from  the  Donor,  G.  A.  Singer, 
Esq.,  and  paid  by  him  to  the  Solicitor... 

Subscriptions  per  the  Hon.  Treasurer     ... 

Subscriptions  for  Mr.  Bedborough  [G-.  B. 
Shaw,  £10  ;  Dr.  E.  B.  Foote,  £5]  paid  in 
by  him,  but  subsequently  withdrawn  by 
him  ... 

Subscriptions  received  by  the  Hon.  Sec. ... 

Collections  at  Public  Meetings 

Sale  of  Photographs  


Certified,  Ueccmler  21,  1898. 

ARTHUR     BANISTER, 

Chartered  Accountant, 

8,  Cliftbrd's  Inn,  E.C. 


s.    d.      £ 


165     1     3 


15  0 

0 

134  3 

4 

16  11 

0 

0  4 

0 

200     0     0 


330  19     7 


fi 
li 


£530  19     7 


PAYMENTS. 

1898     Direct  to  the  Solicitor  by  the   Donor, 

G.  A.  Singer,  Esq 

To  the  Solicitor  by  the  Hon. Treasurer. 

June    6,  cheque        ...  £15     0     0 

»       8        „  ...  5     0     0 

„     17       „  ...  25     0    0 

July  21        „  ...  25     0     0 

„     25        „  ...  25     0     0 

Aug.  14  per  Hon.  Sec  50     0     0 


To  the  Solicitor  by  the  Hon.  Secretary 

Hire  of  Halls  alid  Committee  Rooms    ... 

Advertisements 

Shorthand  Report  of  Trial  

Refunding  of  Subscriptions  for  Mr.  Bed- 

borough,  applied  for  by  and  paid    to 

him 
Petty  Cash  per  the  Hon.  Sec. 

Postage  and  Telegrams 

Printing  and  Stationery 

Sundries  ... 

Auditors  Fee     ...  ...         

^Expenses  of  Bail,  20  days  (Minute  Oct  3) 
Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer 
„         „  Secretary 


20  days  at  15s.  per  day  : 

P. 

d. 
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G.  Pyburn  

G.  Alexander        
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Chas.   Wade  

B.    Walter  

G.  J.  Knight        

George  Pollard 

"Rationalist"       

J.  B.  Askew         

J.  Corbin  

J.  Harrison  

Paul  Kobin  

''Ernest"  

A  Tory       

Mr.   Kensit  

E.  Calvert  

F.  Craven  

—  Clayton    (per  J.    B.    Askew) 

—  Bapport  (per  J.  B.   Aske^^') 

W.  Wess  ...         

15.  Levenson  (per  W.  Wess) 
Per  Edith  Lanchester    ... 

W.   J.  Gaines       ... 

Per  W.  Wess  :  — 

J.    Chinken  

D.  Chinken 
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Subscriptions,  &c.,  Received,  (per  Hon.  Treas.) 


A  Friend  (per  Mrs.  H.  Ellis) 
Di-s.    Foote  (New  York) 

A.    Bunting  

A  Friend  (per  Havelock  Ellis) 
G.  Astor  Singer  ...    . 

William  Piatt       

R.  Jacobs  

H.    M.   Thompson 

Mrs.  Law  

F.  Dears  

G.  R 

—  Anderson         

Thos.  du  Deney 

V.   Lawson  

S.    Gimson  

Anon,  (per  E.   Carpenter) 
Col.  Roberts        


10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

8 
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Frank  Harris       

A  Friend  (per  E.  Carpenter)     

"L.  P."     

C.  H.  Hopwood  

R.  B.  and  Dora  F.  Kerr  

—  Tate      

W.   Duff  (collected)        

Moses  Harman  (collected  per  "Lucifer") 

E.  Braithwaite     

T.  E.  Green         

Walter  Crane       ...         

T.  S.    Barrett       

H.  and  F.  Barron  ... 

F.  H.  Perrv  Coste 

Executive   N.S.8. 

Mrs.    Boole  ...         ...         

(t.  J.  Dickinson    

A.  Mackintosh      

Larner  Sugden     

A  Friend  (per  F.  Everslied)       

J.  Sumner,  junr.  

—  Hugh 

R   C.  Wren  

Clement  Templeton 
Mrs.  Langdon  Downs     ... 
J.    Partridge   (collected) 

0.   N 

J.   Brunton  

A  Friend  (per  E.  Carpenter)    

A  Friend  (per  E.  Carpenter)    

Author  "Book  of  Chains" 

Mrs.  Spiller  

F.  Smallman        ...         

G.  W.    Foote       

F.  Cresswell 

*' Free  Press"  (E.P.)       

Executive,  Freethought  Federation    ... 

G.  D.    Stewart 

A  Friend  (per  F.  Everslied)      

Capt.    Adams        

E.  W.   Chamberlain       

G.  Ives       

A.   Gowans  White         

Anon,    (per   Nellie   Shaw)         

J.    C.  Harris         

F.  Weeks  

J.  S.  Han  bury      

Anonymous 

W.  Cabell  

Mrs.   Rowe  

—  Saunt    

W.  Crawshay       

Jaggard  and  Co.  

J.    W.   Gott  

J.  Greevz  Fisher  / 

—  Miller  
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...  0  10  0 

—  Clarke 
])r.  Bonus 

Jane  Hume  Claj^perton 

Ernest  Newman 

F.  J.  Kinsella 

K.    Simister 

W.  H.  Morrish 

W.  P.  Breach       ... 

E.  A.  Phipson 
— •  Boutter 
Anonymous 

Mrs.   Mona   Caird 
J.  W.  Gott  (collected) 
H.  Lees  Sumner 
H.   T.   Waterman 
H.  Quelch  (collected) 

F.  Evershed 
J.  B.  Cox 

Chas.  E.  Dawson 
E.   R.   Bacon 
Miss  Hudson 

E.  McCall 
Thos.    Hayes 
R.   Johnson 
W.    Turnbull 

W.  J.  Morlev       ... 

F.  W.   Donaldson 
Dr.  Helen  Densmore 
Dr.  T.  M.  Watt 

C.   Cohen 

G.  Pollard 
Miss  Boole 
Rochelle  Zolzman 
Walter   Galichan 
Mary  Galichan 
0.   M.   Coleman 
Dr.   Drysdale 

Dr.    Alice   Vickery 

Tom   Shore 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Morgan 

—  Powell 
A.  Gilchrist 

Prof.  Muirhead     ... 

—  Walker 
*' Ernest" 
W.    McCov 

G.  A.  Gaskell  ... 
A.   Gottschling 

G.   W^ 

"Rationalist" 

—  Morris 
Collard 
Hart 

J.  A.  Bannister  ... 
W.  J.  Brooks  ... 
W.  P.  Sharpley 
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Ernest 


—  Ridley 
Mrs.  Montefiore 
Mrs.   Matson 
Sara  E.  Hair 
F.  E.   Powell 
W.  Tidd  Matson 
P.   Domoney 
C.  W.  Eraser       ... 
J.    McCabe 
J.   Terrv 

J.  T.  Campbell     ... 
W.  P.  W.  Weatherill 
— •   Timewell 
— '  Cobain 
A  Friend 
H.    C 

—  Shaw 

R.  F.  C 

W.  H.  F. 
A.  Wheeler 
H.  Fitch-Thorn 

F.  A.   Harris       ... 
A.  B.   Tankerville 
W.    Gilmour  (collected) 
Anonymous 

A.  C'  and  H.  M.  (per  ' 
J.   W.    Fitch 
Mrs.   Walter- lioxall 
Miss  A.  J.  Beattv 
A  Friend  (F.  A.).'.. 
— -  Thomas 
W.  W.   Miller 
W    H.  Baldwin 

G.  H.  H.   (per  "Ernest 

—  Morgan 

—  Rean 

—  Squire 

—  Jones  (per  E.  Carpenter) 
Chas.  Jorton 
E.  J.  Kensett 
"  Ernest "  (collected) 
The  following  were  not  included  by   the   Treasurer  with  abo\ 

list,  but  have  since  been  admitted  by  the  Treasure! 
H.  Quelch  (collected) 
Edward  Temple 
''Ernest" 
J.   Papernor 
Arthur  Field  (collected) 
W.  H.  Spivey 
The  following  are  additional  sums  affirmed  by  the  donors  to  hav 

been  forwarded  but  not  admitted  by  the  Treasurer :  — 

J.  W.   Oott  (collected)  '       

"Ernest"  

E.  McCall  
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